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SECRET SECTION 01 OF 04 ISLAMABAB 18370 

EIBIS LAUREL? S/S-0 FOR EXBIS LAUREL BISTRIBUTION 
REQUEST BEPARTMENT ALSO PASS TO CENTCOM FOR SEN. CRIS_T 

E.O. 12356: BECL:OABR 

TAOS: PREL. MASS, PGOV, PK, UR, IN 

SUBJECT: AMBASSABOR OAKLET'S MEETING WITH GENERAL BEG 
1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT. 

' 2 SUMMARY: IN HIS AUGUST 29 MEETING WITH AMBASSABOR 
OAKLEY, GENERAL BEG EMPHASIZEB HIS COMMITMENT TO 
•FOLLOWING CONSITUTIONAL PROCEBURES ^N^SAIB THAT, EVEN 

> IF HE WERE TO CHANGE HIS MINB, THE REST OF THE MILITARY 
WOULB NOT ALLOW IT. HE SAIB THAT PAKISTAN WAS THREATINEB 
MA^^TRIANGULAR CONSPIRACY" (AFGHANISTAN, JJSR ANB 

I INBIA) AIMEB AT BESTABILIZING PAKISTAN. A BEFICTOR FROM 
THE AFGHAN SECRET SERVICE, HE SAIB, WOULB SOON CONFIRM 
THAT THE KHAB WAS BEHINB THE ASSASSINATION OF SHIA TNFJ 
\ mm ARIF HUSSEIN AL-HUSSAINI. BEG ^I-SO BISCUSSEB A 
"GRANB BBSIGN" FOR A STRATEGIC CONSENSUS INVOLVING IRAN, 
AFGHANISTAN, TURKEY AND PAKISTAN. 

^ 3. AMBASSABOR OAKLEY CONGRATULATEB ON THE OOP'S 
HANDLING OF THE CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION AND 
^ EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF REMAINING CALM. HE 
REITERATED THE U.S. COMMITMENT TO ASSIST PAKISTAN AND 
ASKED WHETHER THERE WERE SPECIFIC SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

> ISSUES ON WHICH THE GOP NEEDED ASSISTANCE FROM 
WASHINGTON (B.G., THE MlAl TANK). BEG SAID THAT HE 
WOULD BE IN TOUCH. END SUMMARY. 

^ 4. ON AUGUST 29, AMBASSADOR OAKLEY CALLED 9 N CHIEF OF 
ARMY STAFF GENERAL AS LAM BEG IN THE LATTER S OFFICE AT 
I GENERAL HEABQUARTERS. THE AMBASSADOR WAS ACCOMPANIED BT 
^ nr. r.T.nTl^ PFTSTER tCENTCOM), MILATT AND POLHILOFF. _BEG_ 
I as ACCOM van lED 'B ' r^S THJnJ DHRY MUHAMMAD NAWAZ (DIRECTOR 
I OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE) . 

CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION 

^ 5 BEG BEGAN BY EMPHASIZING THAT THE ARMED FORCES, AS 
WELL AS THE PAKISTANI PEOPLE, FULLY SUPPORTED HIS 
P BECISION TO FOLLOW CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES AFTER 


I 


filU. 
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duVcttiTMT TTA'S math, he EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TOR U.S. i 
ISS Ih 5 SilB ThI?; mom TMH iHTIBIIG, THl PAOSIAIIl ' 

PEOPLE NEEDED TO SEE THAT THE UNITED 

COMMITTED TO STANDING WITH PAKISTAN. OKLBT SAID THA 
THE U S COMMITMENT STOOD AND WOULD ENDURE. HE EXPRESSED 
admiration TOR THE STABILITY OT THE TRANSITION AFTER I 

ZIA'S DEATH AND TOR THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CIVIL j 
AND MILITARY ARMS OF GOVERNMENT. 

6 . BEG SAID THAT HE WAS AWARE THAT SOME IN THE ti-S - HAD f 
DOUBTS ABOUT PAKISTAN'S STABILITY AND WERE J^PECTING BE» 

TO CHANGE HIS HIND AND STAGE A COUP. THIS WAS, HOWEVER, i 
NOT TRUE HE ASKED OAKLET TO CONVEY TO THE U.S. MEDIA 
THAT THE PAKISTANI MILITARY FOLLY SUPPORTED MY ^ 

TAKE POWER. EVEN IF HE WERE TO CHANGE HIS MIND, 

I III IaID THE REST OF THE MILITARY WOULD NOT ALLOW IT. ] 

MG WDED ?HiT Jlis HAD ELICITED A STRONG POSITIVE 
RESPONSE FROM THE PAKISTANI PEOPLE. 

* 7 MG SAID THAT THERE WERE SOME IN THE GOP WHO HAD 
ASKED HIM TO SUSPEND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, HE HAD SO 

i FAR WITHSTOOD THIS PRESSURE. THERE WAS A STATE OP 
EMERGEHCT, and beg SAID THAT HE ^ 

» Shim nil is in KO NIIB. 310 PBilSID ACHIIO PEISIDIOT 
^ rmn fcM T9HA0 KHAN AS A MAN WHO THOUSHT CORRECTLY, HE 
ALSO DEFENDED THE MILITARY'S ^HESENCE„ON THE EMERGENCY 
I rOUNCiL AS NECESSARY* EVEN IF IT WAS EXTRA*" 

' COKSTlTOTlOlliL:’ OiillT OISIHTID THAT 13 THI MllITART 
«HE HOT WOHIIHO OIOSILT IITH THE 
t COHSTlTBTIOHil PHOCIBHRES AS TO BEIEHD THE 

rnTTHTRT IT WOULD CREATE THE APPEARANCE OF 
PAKISTAN WAS ON THE RIGHT TRACK, WHICH'WOULD CONSOLIDATE 
» lOHG-TERM 0.8? SOPPORT ASB BISCOORAGI IITIRNAl THREATS. 

A Mr SAID THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT OF PAKISTAN'S ABILITY 

» ?6 SIal WITH INTERNAL PHOBLEMS , S^J^isPlRm ' 

WAS MORE WORRYING. THERE WAS A TRIANGULAR CONSPIRACY, 

CONSISTING OF THE USSR, AFGHANISTAN AND INDIA, AIMED AT 
» MslilllUIHG PAKISTAN. *|S 'LAIMEB THAT ME KIllEH M 
cTTTi iPHTT T ViTiTfl JIRTT HUSSEIN AL""HnSSA.INI \ASSaSS INAa JSU 
MsSml “ EAMt aSmIt HAS HIMSEL3 A SHIITE (PROM 
k RARACHINAR) EMPIOTEB BT THE AFGHAN SECRET SERVICE. A 

* l“S-Ri!ilNO mIb BipECTOR WAS ABIE TO C0N3IRH THE 
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^ SHAD'S HOLE IN TUS SOVIET/AEGHA H PLO T TO CAUSE SECTARIAN 
nOLSNCE DURING TKE ISLAMIC nowtH 6E MUHARR^. (SEE 
9 PESHAWAR 2027 AND ISLAMABAD 182901 BOTH 

defector MIGHT ALSO BE ABLE TO TELL U 

THE AUGUST 17 CRASH OE PRESIDENT ZIA S AIRCRAFT. V 

• SAIIL THAT THIS WAS STATE-SUPPORTED T ERRORISM AND MU^ BE_ f 

EtPOSlgr --- ' 

• 9 . OAKLET RESPONDED THAT THE U.S. HAD WARNED THE SOVIETS 
THAT THE U.S. REMAINED COMMITTED TO PAKISTANI SECTOITY. 

HE ADDED THAT SOVIET ACTIONS OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS 

• (E G THE REOCCUPATION OF KUNDUZ AND VIOLATIONS OF 
PAKISTANI AIRSPACE) WERE ACTS OF DESPERATION. IF THE 
uts. AND PAKISTAN STOOD FIRM TOGETHER AND DID NOT GET 

0 FLUSTERED, THEN THE SOVIETS WOULD BECOME CONVINCED THAT 
•TTrlilTu TARTTCS WOULD NOT WORK. OAKLET ADDED THAT THE_ 

i> iw iw v^S T im ni ii- -o i ' ra r 

• ifTTipriPli Hll'f THIS'HAS A W 

tB E R E WO U LD ' he TTO se p a r a t e UtS. RE FCIt . 

IMPRESS ElT WlTfl * 

A Ai rh Tjil* gtfnlTT.ft Hf W—JTCLOW I^S HJSSULTS 10 DlViUJS uS^ j 

• RlmTErlHrs ^ co^ THE TronrArmum^ 

TO HALLY PAKISTAN W AS ON TgE DEFENSIVE . OHLT . T . H E | 

0 IT "* ,, - ff-efe cnUfD iTEufRALIZE THIS PROGHJ^H ^ 

l ^TABILIZE PAKISTA N J ' 

• 10 BEG ASSURED OAKLET THAT THERE WOULD BE FREE AND FAIR 
■RLEnTlONS AND THAT THEY WOULD BE HELD IN A PEACEFUL 
CMMATE ’by NOT DECLARING MARTIAL LAW, BEG SAID, HE HAD 

• Jimil FRUSTRATED ONE DESIGN OF THOSE TRYING TO „ 

destabilize PAKISTAN. THERE MIGHT BE SOME J J"® * 

BUT THEY SHOULD NOT BE A CAUSE FOR DISMAY. SOME IN 

• THE GOVERNMENT WANTED MARTIAL LAW, BUT THEY COULD BE 
EASILY HANDLED. BEG CONCLUDED THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT 
THAT PAKISTAN WOULD EMERGE FROM THIS CRISIS A MORE 

• StIbLE COUNTRY THAN BEFORE, AND HE HOPED THAT OAKLEY 
WOULD CONVEY THIS TO THE U.S. 

• "strategic consensus" 







uT^BirSAID THAT THERE WERE EMERGING BEALITIES IN SOUTH 
ASIA THAT WOULD BE BETTER FOR PAKISTAN, THE REGION AS A 
uTiftTip iUT) TTTT. TT S* BCG SAX I) T HAT P AK I STA N AND__ 

AM MOW gnsr ~EQMjM | 

Tt g?r™rfBD THE IMPORTANCE IIN ISLAMIC 

NTtT.TSM ANi) sAlD That there wouLd_b^ n^ 

19 B'EG ADDED THAT IRAN WAS ANO T HER E MERGING_.RE ALnLt.« 

bE^ looked ruttWAM TO A 

-STBATeSc consensus OB mpTAN , AFGHAITISTAN , IB^ AND 
TURKEY, WHJfT^ TTOMP.n A^RAND. DEai^H NO J^BM^ 

' PACT WOULD^TiECESSARY , but SUCn consensus WOULD 
ru-piTT i HTW PEGIONAL POWER EQUATION AND PROVIDE THE 

fSHeALING with INfe^g BlIlT 

I ilNIOW AND THE MIDEAST. ' ■ 
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41 niiTTiy i»iqPOIIDEl) THAT THRIIT ¥AS A STABLE, STRONG 
SoStIIT *«B tHAT CLOSl PiK-TlJMISH tlSS WSRB A« 
THlIfl ?0S TM RKIOH. W HAD RRM RORJIRS 
»WH BOTH TO TRT AND IMPROTE MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

‘oSSfD"Lvj™"S!ioru"« DTOiHaMu "moi- 

aeohanistan could also be expected to go 

S?M TM rolriRATis mil. horitir. as a lorg-iirm 

OTJICim, IK'S rDIA SllHID A Till GOOD IDEA. 

SECURITY ASSISTANCE ISSUES 

niyiTT kSiTliD BEG TO PUT ON HIS ARMY HAT POR A MOMENT 
PMS ISSUES. IT the TRANSTER TO PAKISTAN OP 
c?RTiirPE«DING®SIAlo« STSTEMS HIRl TO BE HOTIPIID TO 
PftMrii?«;^THIS YEAR. DECISIONS HERE NEEDED SOON. BG 

Ip OBSERVED THAT. IE s’IIqdIIi 


I OeJ*^i 
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SHEHIm 

mjovl^m TM? THE MCISIOS HAE BEEN LEW TO BEG 

VT^iSlTirTMTlSIllBiPja^ 

SNV !«.!'..!■!! , 

' SM5’lIME"To"lwrTBl AEAc“iSsSe®T0 COHOEEsP- *MKISI 

. Sh?Hri4 j5otB"?jjiiSLrssTTEMiro/ES TXf 

I THIS AND AGREED. 

iR ruNlSAL PFISTEH POINTED OUT THAT THERE 
_ 16. MM l f i MM ^Tt - n roBRA BELICOPTERS, TOW MISSILES 

• COMMENT) ■■' 

IT. GEHEEAL rjlSTER CONCLHBEl THAT IE miSTAJ WAETEB 

• KIs/?hS‘’JSe'?hS 5S fESS'S^cSir. BEG SAIL 

that he would be in touch. 

AFGHANISTAH 

• ili iis 

or ITS WEAtEESS. THE HOJAHEBIN. E0«1VM, ., 

• A CLEVER STBATEGI OE EAEALTZINO THE SOVIETS 

. Si ff„:!i.-!fis.r;: s ks'SK' ffl-s, 
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% 

THE RESISTANCE IfOOID NE&OTIATE WITH KABUI, AND ARRANGE A . 

NEAT CHANGE-OVER OF GOVERNMENT. HE MADE CLEAR, HOWEVER, 

T-HAT the new leaders (such as HEKMATTAR and ROBANI) 1 

WERE NOT traditionalists OR TRIBAL LEADERS, AND THET / 

WOULD NOT CEDE POWER TO OTHERS WHO HAD NOT FOUGHT THE 
SOVIETS, 

IRAQ 

20. BEG SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THAT PAKISTAN AND TURRET 
COULD '*HANDLE" IRAN, BUT HE ASKED WHO WOULD HANDLE UAQ. 

FOR SADDAM HUSSEIN TO SURVIVE, BEG SAID, HE NEEDED A 
STATE OF CONFRONTATION, IF NOT WITH IRAN THEN WITH 
SOMEONE ELSE. OAKLET RESPONDED THAT THE U.S. STRATEGT 
IN-THE GULF HAD BEEN TO CONTAIN AND NOT ATTACK IRAN 
U-NTIL THE FLAME OF REVOLUTION AND AGGRESSION AGAINST ITS 
NEIGHBORS BURNED OUT. THIS WAS HAPPENING. WE HAD NOT 
WANTED IRAQ TO COME OUT OF THE WAR TOO STRONG OR 
AGGRESSIVE, AND WE HAD CONSCIOUSLT ESTABLISHED A 
DIALOGUE WITH THE SAUDIS* KUWAITIS, EGTPT AND JORDAN TO 
CONTAIN AND INFLUENCE BAGHDAD. MOREOVER, IRAQ NEEDED 
THE HELP OF THE WEST AND THE GULF ARAB STATES IN 
POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION. IRAQ SEEMED SLOWLY TO BE 
COMING AOUND TO A MORE CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH, BUT ONLY 
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TIME WOULD TELL. OAKLET ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THE \ 

IRAQIS WERE NOT HAPPY WITH THE SOVIETS' DUPLICITY AND 1 
DOUBLE-DEALING IN THE IRAH-IRAQ WAR. 

COMMENT 


21, BBC'S STATED COMMITMENT TO CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES 
TRACKED CLOSELY WITH HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS, SUCH AS HIS 
AUGUST 25 ADDRESS TO ARMT OFFICERS IN RAWALPINDI. IN 
THIS MEETING, HE SEEMED VERT CONFIDENT IN HIS OWN 
PERSONAL COMMAND OF THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION. 

AT ONE POINT, WHEN CLAIMING THAT THE GOP COULD HANDLE 
ANT INTERNAL THREAT, HE EMPHASIZED THAT "THE ARMED 
FORCES ARE SOLIDLY BEHIND ME. THE QUESTION OF WHOM IN 
THE GOVERNMENT HE SEES AS A THREAT WILL REQUIRE MORE 
WORK BEFORE IT BECOMES CLEAR. 

22, BEG'S REMARKS ABOUT A STRATEGIC CONSENSUS AMONG 
TURKEY, IRAN, AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN ECHOES SIMILAR 
STATEMENTS THAT ZIA HAD MADE TO US IN THE PAST. WHILE 
THIS "grand design" SEEMS TO US SIMPLISTIC, THE GOP UNDER 
ZIA CLEARLY PLANNED TO ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE EVENTS IN 
POST-WAR AFGHANISTAN AND POST-KHOM^NEI IRAN IN SUCH A 
WAT AS TO ACQUIRE "STRATEGIC DEPTH AGAINST INDIA. BEG 
APPARENTLY INTENDS TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON ZIA'S PLANS. 
OAKLEY## 
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